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Título e subtítulo da apresentação 
Titulo: Design for sustainability 
Subtitulo: An innovative path to create sustainability 
  
Resumo  
Explores and challenges the view of design focus on improving what exists to one that offer a 
creative and strategic response to limits to growth. The awareness of makes a case for designing 
more radically to foster different futures in the long term, and requires exploration of the 
relationship between current notions of design and the need to develop strategic visions of future(s) 
for society. This requires new thinking and doing beyond designing innovative outputs. 
  
Conteúdo  
Design for Sustainability (D4S) understands design as the centre of a network of actors to manage 
different view points and develop visions and scenarios for sustainable futures. Uses the strategic 
potential of design to create different sustainable opportunities, and aims to forge different 
scenarios as foundations to generate platforms for innovative solutions through deeply acknowledge 
and exploring systems’ inter and intra-actions. 
 
D4F asks for a radical innovation regarding interventions at the level of values and motivation 
(including the individual level) towards a paradigm change. Thereby interventions need to be made 
simultaneous at the level of inputs (values, beliefs and motivations) and outputs (any interactions – 
including products, services and systems) to boost strategies for change. It also challenges the 
current notions of innovation, as sustainability needs to setp aside of being viewed as an add-on. 
 
This seminar session will deliver concepts such as: (1) Differences between Design, EcoDesign and 
Design for Sustainability by understanding sustainability as a new paradigm that challenges the 
traditional view of design. (2) Capacities and competences that need to be in place: System Thinking, 
Problem solving, Trans-disciplinary, Eco-systems generator and Design Thinking as one of many 
possible strategic approaches for D4S. (3) Creating sustainability versus diminishing unsustainability: 
notions of quick fixes opposed to pursuing fundamental solutions. (4) Contributions of D4S towards 
exploring a different types of economy. 
 
This seminar session will address the need for: (i) A mind-shift in the design community to start 
seeing design “as a dimension of sustainability” - to position values differently in business and 
industry for different choices to be made and opportunities to be uncover.  (ii) A mind-shift in 
business and industry culture to embrace the capabilities and potential of design to operate at a 
strategic level. (iii) A mind-shift in current perceptions of collaboration and participation vs 
cooperation and co-creation (iv) A mind-shift in disciplinary borders, limits and definitions which 
currently contribute largely to the segmentation of present solutions for complex problematic that 
need a holistic approach. 
  
  
CV  
Margarida Monteiro de Barros. Ecological Systems Designer. PhD in Innovation for Sustainability: 
“Creating Sustainability: an exploration of innovation through dialogues” focused on the HOWs TOs 
of operational and cultural interventions towards a radical paradigm change. 
 


